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none could be had near at hand, for none of the
colonies had a surplus; and attempts to obtain
them from a distance proved unavailing. Staples
for trade with the West Indies decreased; the fur
trade was curtailed; and fishing was hampered
for want of men. To add to the confusion, a
plague vexed the colonies. It seemed to all as if
the hand of God lay heavily upon New England,
and days of humiliation and prayer were appointed
to assuage the wrath of the Almighty. A Massa-
chusetts act of November, 1675, ascribed the war
to the judgment of God upon the colony for its
sins, among which "were included an excess of
apparel, the wearing of long hair, and the rudeness
of worship, all marks of an apostasy from the Lord
"with a great backsliding." The Puritan fear of
divine displeasure adds a relieving note to the
general despondency and must have stiffened the
determination of the orthodox leaders to resist to
the utmost all attempts to liberalize the life of the
colony or to alter its character as a religious state
patterned after the divine plan. King Philip's
War probably strengthened the position of the
conservative element in Massachusetts,,